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UM’S DRIESSEN NAMED LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana librarian Karen Driessen has been awarded the 2000 Sheila 
Cates Award for Librarian of the Year. Presented by the Montana Library Association, the 
award recognizes Professor Driessen’s outstanding leadership and accomplishments in library 
service.
Driessen directs the Media Services Division of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield 
Library and has worked at UM for 28 years. Before coming to UM she was librarian for the 
Adams County School District in Westminster, Colo., and for Missoula County High Schools.
A Missoula native and 1965 UM graduate, Driessen earned her master’s degree in 
librarianship from the University of Denver in 1972.
“Karen has been an important and inspiring colleague whose contributions have made 
us all better and more vital librarians at U M ,” said Frank D ’Andraia, dean of library services.
Driessen has presented workshops, taught courses, spoken at national meetings, 
consulted and published on media resources. Her 1995 book, “A Library Manager’s Guide to 
the Physical Processing of Nonprint Materials,” is used in library schools around the country.
She also has been active in the American Library Association, the Mountain Plains 
Media Leadership Symposium, the Consortium of College and University Media Centers, 
Online Audiovisual Catalogers Inc., and the state library association.
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Driessen is the first UM library faculty member to earn the Librarian of the Year 
Award, which the Montana Library Association first presented in 1968. The award was re­
named in honor of Sheila Cates in 1994.
Driessen's husband, Jon, is a UM sociology professor, and their children, Renee and 
Eric, are both UM graduates.
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